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EDWARD ROBERT BICKERSTETH, F.R.O.8,,
LIVERPOOL,

THE death of Mr. Edward Robert Bickersteth, which took
place at his residence, 2, Rodney Street, on Saturday,
March 7th, removes one who for more than half a century
thas been a prominent figure in Liverpool, and was for
‘many years one of the most eminent operating surgeons
in the North of England. The family to which the
deceased gentleman belonged has been eonneeted “for
-several generations with Lancashire, and of recent years
its members have risen to' more than ordinary distinetion
in the Church, at the Bar, and in Medicine. His grand-
father, a medical practitioner of Kirby Lonsdale, had founr
sons. "Of these one entered the Church, and his son
became Bishop of Exeter; another went to the Bar,
rose to be Manster of
the Rolls, and was
created Lord Langdale;
& third son also entered
the Church, and was
father of the late Dean
of Lichfield and of the
late Bishop of Ripon;
while the fourth son,
Robert, father of the
subject of the present
memolir, entered the
medical profession.
Seftling in Liverpool.
he was in the year 1811
appointed one of the
Surgeons to the Infir-
mary, not yet entitled
Royal, at that ‘time
located In Shaw’s Brow.
He remained ‘on the
staff of the Royal In-
firmary till 1853, when
he retired and “was
appointed Consulting
Surgeon, and he died in
1857, 3
extensive practice ‘mnd
enjoyed a distingunished
position as.a surgeon,
Early in his career ‘he
bullf No. 2, Rodney
Street, and there -the
subject "of the present
memoir was bom in
1828, ‘

‘Mr. Edward Bicker-
steth was carefully edu-
cated for his father's
prolession, and began
‘his medical studies in
the Liverpool Royal In-
firmary School in 1845,
afterwards, as was the

to bie:appolntment, the same year, at the early age of 28,

as Burgeon.to the .Royal ‘Infirmary. Daring the long

| perlod-of nearly thirty-two years that he remained on the

staff' ot that ‘Institution he took a leading part in the
practice and the teaching, his Monday out-patient clinics
being one of the most highly appreciated events of the
week, Always on the look-out for Improvement and
advance in the science and art of surgery, it is not surx-
prising that he was one:of the first to appreclate and

| adopt the antiseptic system as it became evolved by his

iriend and former fellow-student, Lord Lister. In.1870 he
reported 3 caces successfully operated on by the antiseptic
method, in one of which the knee-joint was twice .opened
for the removal of loose bodles. One case was a popliteal
aneurysm in which atter fallure to cure by compression
the femoral artery was tled with carbolized catgut. ‘He
was early impressed with the value of absorbable ligatures,
and in April, 18€8, he successfully secured the ‘spermatic
artery with magnesium
; wire In a case of cas-
“ tration. A ‘memorable
;' day was April'3rd, 1869,
{fwhen - Lord ' Lister’s
¢ Observations on lige-
ture of arterles on the
»gantiseptic system” ap-
% peared in the Lancet,
£ announcing the dis-
2 covery. of “an antigeptic
' ,animal ﬂtguu.nre which,
“applled to an artery,
Virtually surrounded it
with a ring of Mving
tiesue, which actually
s{rengthened the vessel
where it obstrueted it.”
Thae ligature had only
been tried ‘on the calf,
bat  Mr, Bickerateth’s
attention having been
. drawn to ‘the artiele
he decided to try.the new
ligature on two patients
then in his wards, one
& man with aneurysm
of the femoral :and the

. thecarotidartery.
cxtgut was at once ob-
‘4ained and prepared by
Listex’s method, and ‘on
Aprl} 6th, three days
after the publieation of
the paper, Mr. Bleker-
steth had the honour
‘of ‘belng the firat to
employ . Lisber’s ' carho-
‘Meed epignt lgature
-om {the ‘human .gubjeet,
Hdastlon :of zecerding a
$ow wweeks Iater that

customat thatday, carry-
ing them on in Londen,
Dublin, Edinburgh, and Paris. After obtaining his diploma
as. Member of the Royal Dollege of Surgeons of England in
1851, he returned-to Edinbu and renewed his acguat-
ance with many of the eeltbrated teachers whothen adorned
the university of that city, and whose world-wide repata-
tion contbined to make the ‘Scottish capital at-thattime
the ‘leading centre of medical and ‘surgieal ‘mstruction.
He “had the -hononr of bsg chosen'houve-surgeen by
Syme, and held the office for npwariis‘of ‘a .year, enjoying
the advantage of Syme’s persomal friendship, and the
opportunity .of taking part in his private aswell as his
hosplital practice. It was to that great master that heatter-
wards acknowledged himself to be indebted for the ingpira-
tion which had gnided him towards the love ofsurgery. In
1852 he.began general ‘practice in Liverpool, according to
the custom almost invariable In the provinces at tiat
tlme, but his predilection for surgery was o strong that
in 1857, finding no surgical appointment vacant, he
catablished a private hoapital, which attracted comeider-
able attention fromthe public and the professton, and led

EDWARD ROBELT B!CKERS.ETH, F.R.C.S.

both ‘patients had left
" the infirmary well. The
present gemeration of surgeons, who have ‘had no
acquaintance with the anxious process of .separation -of

‘ligatures and the risk of secendary haemorrhage, can

hardly realize the tremendous -advance in ‘surgery .of

‘which these two cases were the firstfruits.

He held the position ‘of Lecturer on the Prineiples and
Practice of Sargery in the'¢ld medical:sehool. ‘In.1873 he
‘made unruceessful applieation ‘for ithe :vacant ‘Chair of
Olintcal Surgery in Edinburgh, and had the highest testi-
mony from Lord Lister,-and a most cordial tribute.to his
merits ‘from the Liverpool Behool, the five :gignatories
including the present Lord Mayor of Tiverpeol (Dr.Caton)
and Mr, Reginald Harrieon, whose lamented death we
recorded only last week.

‘Mr. Blckersteth was in every-sense a successful purgeon.
As anoperator he was hdmi&m&y'ﬁdlw;prﬁoq)a ; his name
‘was for many years a household-word in Liverpool and the
sarrounding districis; he enjeyed a large and lucrative
private practise, avd was extremely popular with his
patien‘s. -He was always- deeply interested in the Royas
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Infirmary,” of which he was a generous supporter, and
. 8ince his retirement from the active staff, besides being
consulting surgeon, he had held the office of- President for

a year; and had for a long time been a member of the

general committee. .o .
My, Bickersteth marrled the sister of his fellow-studert,

the late Charles Murchison,and is survived by his wife. He:

leaves two sons and three daughters. The eldest son is
.-Surgeon to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, being the third
of the name to hold: that office. One of his daughters is
married to Dr. George R. Murray of Newcastle-on:-Tyne,
An indefatigable worker while on duty, he always took

a long summer holiday, which' he generally spent on his

own yacht. Some-twenty years ago:he purchated the
. estate ‘of Cralg-y-don in Anglesean, where he had since
resided a great part of the year. He always enjoyed
excellent health until recently, but for the last five
months he: had . been confined to the houge, eerlously
111 for most of the:time.
He was elected Pre- -- - -~ o oo .
sldent of the Medical :
Institution In 1870, and : -
was  President of the .
Surglcal: Section of the
British Medical. Assc-, :
ciation when it met in :
Liverpool in 1883, -
Dr, Aveustus CoOK-, |
STABLE MAYBURY, . for-.
merly - of - . Heathcote ',
Street, W.C,, dled at his
residence in .Chelsea -
on February 16th in the
66th year of- his age.
The eldest son of the
late Dr. Willlam Augus-
tus Maybury, hereceived
his general education at
the QOity of London .
School, and entered 8t. | .
Thomas’s - Hospital as .|
the winner of a scholar- |
ship entitling him to '
perpetual  attendance, . *
His student career was
one of - industry and
great distinction, especi- .
ally in. connexion with |
the sclences only in-
directly connected with .
medieine. In 1866 he '
became M.R.C.8,L.8.A., .
but already. at that
time had won the degree
of Bachelor of Science
at London TUniversity,
taking honours at the
examination in several
subjects. He had also
been named an Asso- |
ciate of the Royal Col- - .
lege of Mines. Thie he ‘
entered with a Royal Ex-
hibition awarded by the Science and Art Department, South
Kensington, and there he obtained many medals and other
prizes. In 1873 he proceeded to what was at that time a
rare degree—the D.Sc.London. In bhis early life he
held several medical appointments, includjng that of
Registrar of the London Fever Hospital, and the Resident
Medical Officership of the Farringdon Dispensary, and of
the Ohelsea, Brompton, and Belgrave Dispensary, but the
greater part of his life was spent in lectaring and tutorial
work. For this he possessed very marked talent, and it was
an occupation entirely congenial to bim. Atone time and
another he beld many posts of this character, among
others the Professorship of Ohemistry at the City of
London College, and at the Charterhouse Science School
and Polytecbnic; he also leciured to the matriculation
claes at St. Thomas’s Hospltal and devoted much time to
private work in the same connexion. only giving it up a
year or two ago when his health began to fail, Berides
being a man of much kindnees of heart, always ready to
assist those who sought his counsel or other services,

the versatility of his knowledge made him an exceedingly
pleasant: companion, especlally on the pedestrian excur-
gions to'which he was devoted, and which he turned.for his
friends - into 1llaminating nature studies. - He was an
omnivorous reader, and .besides one or two textbooks for
students, had published a translation of some of the

.works of Ovid. . .

SIR ALFRED COOPER, KT.,, F.R.C.S.Exa.,F.R.C.8,EDIN,,
CONSULTING SURGEON TO THE WEST LONDON AND
, ST, MARK’S HOSPITALS,
THis- well-known surgeon, 8o popular in the fashionable-
world, died in the first week of this month in the Riviera,
where he had been condemned to spend the winter owing
to rapidly-failing health. His father was in his days

.8 legal luminary, Mr. W. Cooper, B.A.Oxon., who became
.Recorder- of Norwich.

Alfred Cooper was educated at
Merchant Taylors School, and was afterwards apprenticed
to . Peter Nichols, an
eminent surgeon, once
on the staff of the Nor-
folk and Norwich Hos-
pital, at which institu-
tlon Cooper was in
constant attendance on
Nichols daring his term

of apprenticeship.
In. 18568 Alfred Cooper
Jbecame  a student a$
8t. Bartholomew’s Hos-
pital, and quallfied as
a Member of the College:
of Surgeons , in 1861.
He did not fill any of
the house-staff appoint-
ments at the hoapital,
but, determining to per-
fect his surgical educa-
tion go far as was within
his , means, he went
through a. course of
operative surgery in
Paris, his companion
from the great Oity
hospital being 8ir
Thomas Smith, .In 1868
he obtained the diploma
of Fellow of the Royal
"Oollege . of Burgeons,
Edinburgh. With the
College at Lincoln’s Inn
he was, as wlill be seen,
destined to be more
closely assoclated. Soon
after qualifying as Mem-
ber, he was chofen as
Prosector to the Court
of Examiners, which
shows that. he had a
reputation for skill Inr
| dissection.
’ After qualification,
Cooper set up in prac-
: tice In Jermyn Street
and made little headway at first. One evening, how-
ever, he was called in by chance to see a rich man in
the immediate vicinity of his consulting room, and the
patient was so satisfied with ycu g Cooper’s appearance,
manner and treatment, that he gave him the beuefit of his
patronage. Cooper soon afterwards began to prosper, his
genlality and tact belng powerful factors in his favour.
He became well known in West End clubs and popular as
a Freemason, Already when practising in Jermyn Street
he was appointed Honorary Surgeon to the Inn’s of Court
Royal Volunteers, the far-famed “ Devil’'s Own,” A former
comrade testifies, In a recent number of the Pall Mal}
Gazette, to the personal charm and professional reputation
for which Cooper was already distinguished In those days
nearly forty-five years past. Later on Cooper held the
appointment of Surgeon to the Duke of York’s Loyal

Suffolk Hussars,

Early in his professional career Cooper gained another
friend, the late Duke of Hamilton. Through this friend.
ship he was Introduced into high society, for which he



